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House Meets at 10:30 a.m. for Morning Hour and
12:00 Noon for Legislative Business

(No Votes Before Noon)

Anticipated Floor Action:
H.R. 808�Extending Chapter 12 of the Bankruptcy Code

H.R. 540�Nursing Home Resident Protection Amendments
H.Res. 32�Expressing Support for Free Elections in Indonesia

H.Con.Res. 28�Sense of Congress on Chinese Human Rights Abuses
H.R. 31�Leif Ericson Millenium Commemorative Coin Act

* * *
Bills Considered Under Suspension of the Rules

Floor Situation:  The House will consider the following five bills under suspension of the rules as
its first order of business today.  Each is debatable for 40 minutes, may not be amended, and requires
a two-thirds majority vote for passage.

H.R. 808�Extending Chapter 12 of the Bankruptcy Code grants a six-month extension (starting
on April 1, 1999) to Chapter 12 of the bankruptcy code, which is set to expire on March 31, 1999.
Congress enacted a short-term extension of the law last fall in the Omnibus Appropriations Act
(P.L. 105-277).  Chapter 12, first enacted in 1986 in response to the farm financial crisis of the
early- and mid-1980s (the most severe since the 1920s), is a specialized form of bankruptcy relief
available to family farmers.  It permits eligible family farmers to reorganize their debts instead of
liquidate their assets.  The program is intended for farmers (1) who receive more than 50 percent of
their gross income from farming, (2) who have total debts of less than $1.5 million, and (3) whose
debts from farming operations are at least 80 percent of total debt.  The bill was reported by Mr.
Smith (MI) and was reported by the Judiciary Committee by voice vote on March 2, 1999.
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H.R. 540�Nursing Home Resident Protection Amendments is designed to prevent nursing homes
from discriminating against residents who rely on Medicaid to cover their nursing home costs.
Specifically, the bill prohibits nursing homes that decide to withdraw from the Medicaid program
from evicting any current residents.  It does not restrict a facility�s ability to withdraw from Medic-
aid or determine which residents are admitted in the future.  However, nursing homes that choose to
leave the program must provide �clear and conspicuous� notice to incoming residents that Medic-
aid payments are no longer accepted and that the facility may transfer residents who pay with
private funds, but later become Medicaid-eligible.  CBO�s preliminary estimate indicates that pas-
sage of H.R. 540 will not effect federal Medicaid spending.  The bill was introduced by Mr. Davis
(FL) and was reported by the House Commerce Committee by voice vote on March 4, 1999.

H.Res. 32�Expressing Support for Free Elections in Indonesia urges the Indonesian government
to conduct free, fair, and transparent elections this coming June.  The measure calls on all Indonesian
citizens�political parties, the military, and the public at large�to ensure a peaceful campaign
period and to respect the outcome of the elections.  The resolution further calls on other countries to
provide financial support for Indonesia�s elections and recognizes a variety of international
organizations, such as the Asian Foundation and the International Republican Institute (IRI), for
their assistance.  Finally, the resolution urges the Speaker and the minority leader to designate two
House members to observe the June 7 elections.  The bill was introduced by Mr. Bereuter and was
reported by the International Relations Committee by voice vote on March 4, 1999.

H.Con.Res. 28�Sense of Congress on Chinese Human Rights Abuses expresses the sense of
Congress that the Clinton Administration should urge the United Nations to criticize China�s human
rights record at the annual meeting of the U.N. Commission on Human Rights to be held in Geneva,
Switzerland, from March 22 to April 30, 1999.  The measure is a companion to S.Res. 45, which
passed the Senate on February 25 by a vote of 99-0.

On February 26, the State Department issued a report noting that China�s record on human rights
�sharply deteriorated� last year.  China has long been accused of widespread violations of
internationally recognized human rights standards, such as persecuting and torturing those who
worship outside of official Chinese churches, running slave labor prison camps, subjugating the
people of Tibet, forcing women to have abortions and undergo sterilization surgery, and squelching
pro-democracy activists and movements.  The most recent such abuse involved the Chinese
Democratic Party, an organization officially established in June 1998 only later to be dissolved by
the Chinese government.  The bill was introduced by Mr. Gilman and was reported by the International
Relations Committee by voice vote on March 4, 1999.

H.R. 31�Leif Ericson Millenium Commemorative Coin Act authorizes the Treasury Department
to mint and issue up to 500,000 one-dollar silver coins�along with the Republic of Iceland, which
simultaneously plans to mint and issue its own coins�to commemorate the millenium of Leif
Ericson�s discovery of the New World.  The proceeds of the coin sales will be transferred from the
Treasury Secretary to the Leifur Eirikson Foundation in order to fund an exchange program between
American and Icelandic students.  The coins will be issued beginning January 1, 2000, and will
conclude on December 31, 2000. Around the year 1000, Ericson became the first recorded European
to set foot on the North American continent.  He is also recognized for converting the people of
Greenland to Christianity.  The bill was introduced by Mr. Leach et al. and was not considered by a
House committee.
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Brian Fortune: Managing Editor

Kevin Smith:  Senior Legislative Analyst

Scott Galupo, Brendan Shields:
Legislative Analysts
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Additional Information:  See Legislative Digest, Vol. XXVIII, #6, March 5, 1999.

* * *
To subscribe to this publication via e-mail, please send an e-mail to LegDigest@mail.house.gov
and type �SUBSCRIBE� in the subject line.

THIS PUBLICATION IS ALSO AVAILABLE ON THE CONFERENCE WEB PAGE.  Look for
the Legislative Digest and FloorPrep under their respective sections at http://hillsource.house.gov/
LegislativeDigest
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    Please attach the text of the amendment (if available) and fax to the Legislative Digest at x5-7298

Legislative Digest reserves the right to edit descriptions for style, readability, and provisional accuracy.

Member Sponsoring Amendment: ________________________  Bill #: _____________

Additional Co-sponsors (if any): _____________________________________________

Staff Contact: _________________  Phone #: __________  Evening Phone #: __________

Description of the amendment: _______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
(Please include any additional or contextual information)

Reason for offering amendment (e.g., How will this change the bill or current law?  Why
should members support this change?): ______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Amendment
Alert!

J.C. Watts, Jr.
Chairman

4th District, Oklahoma


